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Park ‘n’ Play
Nestled in the Victorian port city of Manistee, 
Little River Casino Resort is one of Michigan’s 
premier entertainment destinations. Our spacious 
luxury RV Park features 45 full service sites and 
50 ecomomy sites, which offer the perfect
way to relax after a road trip. We have three 
delightful restaurants to suit any taste, or budget. 
And you can try to fill ‘er up with cash on one
of over 1,500 slots and a variety of table games!
Come play and stay with us, make your reservations
now at 1-888-568-2244. More excitement, 
more adventure, more things to see and do… 
Little River is truly more fun than ever!

Published by
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    It’s all about family . . .

Camping, Jayco & TCRV

(continued on page 6)

Beginning With the Bontrager Family
In 1968, Lloyd Bontrager and his wife
Bertha started a small company called 
Jayco in two chicken houses and a barn on 
their farm in Middle-
bury, Indiana.

So began a family journey 
that eventually led to Jayco’s 
position as the largest pri-
vately owned manufacturer 
of recreation vehicles in 
North America.

From the very beginning, 
Jayco’s products and work 
philosophy were centered 
on the concept of family. 
Lloyd Bontrager was a fam-
ily man and inventor who 
felt he could create a better 
fold-down camper—one that 
would provide more durabili-
ty and offer a convenient way 
for families to enhance their 
leisure time together. Lloyd 
and Bertha also resolved 
to treat everyone as family, 
starting with their employ-
ees and extending outward to suppliers, dealers, 
customers and the community.

Jayco’s initial 15 employees proudly made and 
sold 132 fold-down campers during that first year 
of business. News began to spread of a little com-
pany in Indiana with a big commitment to quality, 
and sales rose to more than 1000 campers in 1969. 
The Jayco family was growing and an incredible 
adventure was unfolding.

From the beginning, the personal values held by 
the Bontrager family have guided Jayco’s journey 
through the years. These ideals of hard work, in-
novation, respect, trust, integrity, honesty and fair-
ness are a way of life and a way of doing business.

Celebrating 43 Years of “Liveability”
In the beginning, Jayco had a humble desire 

to build more comfortable and practical ways for 
families to explore the world together. While their 
product line is now diverse, every unit they build 

shares a common attri-
bute—liveability—because 
they believe every journey 
should be easy to enjoy.

Family Ties
Strong families work hard 

to achieve common goals, 
with each member per-
forming tasks best suited to 
their particular talents.

The staff in Middlebury, 
Indiana includes many peo-
ple from the Amish and 
Mennonite communities, 
well known for a deeply 
held belief in working hard 
for each dollar earned. 
Some of them are the sons, 
daughters and grandchil-
dren of the original Jayco 
employees, working along 
side the sons, daughters 

and grandchildren of Lloyd and Bertha. Employ-
ees are blessed with the “Old World” skills, passed 
down from generation to generation.

Amish Heritage
The Amish are known for their superior carpen-

try skills, and living the plain and simple life. You 
will find the parking lot at Jayco is full of buggies 
and bicycles, as most still do not drive automobiles. 
Because they work hard and manufacture new Jay-
cos with very little quality problems, their pay often 
exceeds that of any other RV manufacturer.

TRaVeRse CiTy



6  The Northern Camper

All About Family (continued from page 5)

united Tradition With Technology
During Jayco’s early years, they primarily used 

traditional manufacturing methods to build their 
RVs. Skilled woodworkers painstakingly built cabi-
netry and furniture using wooden jigs and simple 
hand tools. Seamstresses deftly cut fabrics by hand 
and produced upholstery, bedding and draperies 
using small sewing machines.

Today, Jayco still uses some of the handmade 
processes. But, gradually, they have improved by 
combining the experienced craftsmanship of their 
employees with more precise and efficient manu-
facturing techniques. It unites Old World tradi-
tion with modern technology for optimal results.

Building Relationships Based on Trust
When Lloyd Bontrager first built and sold Jayco 

RVs, much of the business was done on a hand-
shake. This trusting attitude and emphasis on 
building relationships continues at Jayco today 
and is an integral part of the company culture. 
Lloyd’s vision was that their business enterprises 
perpetuate their personal values:

• Love and honor of God.

• Trust and respect for people.

• Support for family life.

• Contribution to community and society.

“We actually own a Jayco and we use 
it for us and as a camper rental. It is 
rented almost every weekend and it has 
held up well. We would recommend 
Jayco as a reliable camper.”

~ Joe Schmittdiel, Wellston 
Coolwater On the Pine Campground
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Expanding In Strength and Numbers
Like the branches of a family tree, Jayco has 

grown in many directions since its founding in 
1968. Jayco's family of hard working employees has 
increased from 15 to nearly 2000. The product 
line has multiplied from a single fold-down camp-
er to a broad range of RV options under more 
than 15 different brand names. In 2005, Jayco 
opened another plant in Twin Falls, Idaho, to 
manufacture additional towable RVs for the grow-
ing marketplace in the western US and Canada.

This stunning record of growth speaks volumes 
about the power of a closely-knit family that stays 
together through life’s inevitable twists and turns. 
As Jayco continues on this journey, they will never 
forget how it all began—with a humble desire to 
build better ways for families to explore together, 
relax together and laugh together. The Jayco fam-
ily looks forward to helping other families take 
that warm feeling of home with them on all their 
journeys down the road. 
Editor’s Note ~ Thanks to Jeff and the TCRV family for shar-
ing their faith in our Northern Camper family! Stop in to see 
how they can make your family recreation dreams come true!

TCRV is proud of 
the years spent 
as part of the 
Jayco family. 
Having been an 
RV dealer over 23 
years and having 
numerous RV 
franchises we are delighted with 
the relationship we have with Jayco, 
as they are truly our partner in 
business. TCRV is a locally operated 
dealership owned by the Brinkerhoff 
family. There is a direct connection 
between family camping and family 
owned businesses, and the driving 
principles of business and family are 
very simple.

 

106 S. Mitchell St., Cadillac   •   231-775-6150   •   www.shaystation.com

Mon., 7 am - 6 pm   •   Tues. - Thurs., 7 am - 9 pm   •   Fri., 7 am - 10 pm   •   Sat., 8 am - 10 pm

Wine Tasting  Tuesdays ~ 6-8 pmBeer Tasting Last Thursday of the MonthLive EntertainmentFridays ~ 7-10 pm

• Lattes, Cappuccino, Loose Leaf Tea

• Made to Order Omelettes

• Waffles & Variety of Breakfast Sandwiches

• Paninis, Wraps & Traditional Sandwiches

• Pizza, Salads & Fresh Soups

• Ice Cream & Sundaes

• Wine & Craft Beer

• Margaritas & More

Welcome Campers

Visit The Barrel Room

Lower Level of the Shay

Many Unique Gifts and Wine Accessories

See You at the Shay!
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Almanac Rack

CadillaC
8645 E. 34 Rd.  •  231-775-2166

GayloRd
1397 W. Main St.  •  989-448-8300

TRavERSE CiTy
101 US Hwy. 31 South  •  231-943-7300
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Camper’s
Sudoku

Valid only at Culver’s of
Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

Valid only at Culver’s of
Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

Valid only at Culver’s of Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac. Valid only at Culver’s of Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

$1 for a 10# bag of ice

Excerpts from the Northern Michigan Almanac, by Ron Jolly

Jolly is a popular 20-plus-year veteran radio broadcaster 
in Northern Michigan, fourteen of them in news and 
information programming. He has won awards for his news 
reporting on WTCM from UPI, Michigan News Network, and 
National Commission on Working Women.
Copyright 2005, published by The University of Michigan Press & The Petoskey 
Publishing Company

YEAR LOCATION
1864 Jolliffe Rd., Banks Twp. 
Current Owner:  John & Phyllis Elzinga
1864 Benzie Rd., Beulah 
Current Owner:  Arnie Wellman
1864 1163 S. Marshall, Beulah 
Current Owner:  Otto & Shirley Edinger
1857 Beaver Island 
Current Owner:  Patrick & Rose Bonner
1870 8360 S. Athey Rd., Clare 
Current Owner:  Robert & Fern Williams
1887 Co. Rd., Frederic 
Current Owner:  David Forbush
1874 uS 131 S., Petoskey 
Current Owner:  Lawrence & Elsie Fettig
1854 Old Mission Peninsula 
Current Owner:  Molly Levin
1859 Williamsburg 
Current Owner:  Bonnie Krzysik
1859 Williamsburg 
Current Owner:  Richard L Copeland
1866  Chase Twp. 
Current Owner:  Mrs. John C. Gaedcke
1855 Port Oneida 
Current Owner:  Charles & Catherine Miller
1847 6504 River Rd., Manistee 
Current Owner:  Leonard L. Potter
1852 Ludington 
Current Owners:  Alice L. Hull
1873 S. 7 Mile Rd., Marion 
Current Owner:  Harvey & Ruth Lutke
1862 Kassuba Rd., Gaylord 
Current Owner:  Albert & Ann Kassuba
1870 S.31 Rd., Cadillac 
Current Owner:  Vernon D. Larson
1870 Clam Lake Twp. 
Current Owner:  George Rock
1870 W. M-42, Manton 
Current Owner:  Kenneth & Janet Tidey
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Camper’s

Gadget

s p e C i a l   e d i T i O n

We were tent 
campers for decades 
and gradually devel-
oped a “set up” that 
enabled us to live out-
doors comfortably in 
most any weather. The 
set up included a good 
tent and a canopy to 
provide protection from rain and sun while cooking, eating, 
washing dishes, and doing other camp chores.

While we were tent camping, some of our relatives had 
purchased travel trailers or 5th wheels. The first time we 

camped with them, we were surprised at how useless the 
awning on the camper was. In a rain shower, even a light 
breeze blew enough water under the awning to soak every-
thing it was supposed to protect. And in the heat of the late 
afternoon, the sunshine slanting under the canopy made 
dining more like sitting in a sauna.

So, when we finally bought a travel trailer, we were 
determined to find a set up that would make the outdoor 
space under the canopy comfortable even in rain or bright 
sunshine. After several attempts, we arrived at what you see 
here—the “Dry Shade Camper Canopy Companion”. The 
top edge easily slides into the utility channel on the camper 
canopy. The sewn-in hangers not only hold the Dry Shade 
securely, but they also provide a convenient way to hang 
lights and other decorations. The bottom edge is staked out 
at an angle using pegs and rope (optional accessories). Tarp 
clips (included) gripping a rope sewn in the bottom hem 
won’t tear out like grommets do and the “S” hooks make set 

up and take down 
much faster. The 
clear window panel 
allows you to see 
what is going on 
around you while 
providing privacy 
from nosy camp-
ground neighbors.

The Dry Shade is ap-
proximately 7.5 feet high 
and is available in stan-
dard lengths of 12, 14, 

and 16 feet. White is 
the most common 
color. Other lengths 
and colors can be 
custom ordered.

Not only does this product keep the space directly 
under the camper awning dry and shady, but it also adds 
dozens of square feet of sheltered outdoor space to your 
set up. When bugs are a problem, that additional space 
allows us to erect our 9' X 12' screen house under the 
canopy with plenty of room left to move around.

The Dry Shade Camper Canopy Companion is an 
economical way to maximize your outdoor living space 
when camping.

~ Tim & JOy maRTin

 Approximate  6% MI
 Finished Size Price Sales Tax  Total

12' W x 7'6" H $51.89 $3.11 $55.00

14' W x 7'6" H $61.32 $3.68 $65.00

16' W x 7'6" H $70.75 $4.25 $75.00

Special Sizes/Colors Available $15 Shipping

231-824-9272  •  www.amikokenda.com

1888 n. 47½ Rd., manton, mi 49662
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• 1½ lbs. Fresh Asparagus
• 3 T. Butter
• 1 tsp. Chicken Soup Base
• 1 tsp. Season-All
• 1/8 tsp. Celery Salt
• 1/8 tsp. Ginger
• 1 tsp. Soy Sauce
Wash and break fresh asparagus stalks as far 
down as they snap easily. Slice the spears 
at an extreme angle to make diagonal slices 
about ¼ inches thick. Melt butter in skillet, add 
seasonings and mix well. Add asparagus; toss 
gently. Cover and cook over high heat until 
crisp-tender, stirring during cooking a time or 
two. Add soy sauce and mix well. Serve hot. 
Serves 4-5              ~ St. Simons Women’s Club

aspaRaGus ORienTal

• Heavy-Duty Aluminum Foil,
Cut Into Four 12” Pieces

• Non-Stick Cooking Spray

• 1-½ C. Instant Rice, uncooked

• 1 Pouch Fajita Seasoning Mix, Plus Water

• 1 lb. Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast,
Cut Into Strips

• 2 Bell Peppers, Cut Into Strips

• 1 Med. Onion, Thinly Sliced

• Shredded Cheese, Salsa, Sour Cream, 
Shredded Lettuce, Tomatoes, Black Olives, 
and Other Toppings as Desired

• Large Flour Tortillas

Coat foil pieces with non-stick cooking spray. 
Bring sides of each piece of foil up to form a 
slight bowl shape. Combine rice, seasoning 
mix, and water; divide evenly between each 
piece of foil. Top with chicken strips, bell 
pepper strips, and onion slices. Shape foil into 
packets, sealing tightly along top and edges. 
Grill packets over medium heat for about 30 
minutes or until vegetables are tender and meat 
is fully cooked. Serve contents of packets on 
warm flour tortillas. Garnish with toppings as 
desired. Serves 4.

~ Sunny Summers, Manton

CHiCken FaJiTas in FOilCookin’

Campers

Over 50 varieties 
of delicious 

home cured jerky, 
made from our 

own secret recipe 
since 1975!

Monday-Saturdays • 9 AM - 7 PM
Sundays • 9 AM - 6 PM

Rated 18th Best Detour in U.S. by Esquire Magazine

18372 Hoxeyville Rd., Wellston  •  231-859-4121  •  dublinstore.com

• Full Grocery
• Hardware Store
• Beer, Wine, Liquor
• Bakery, Deli

While you are out wandering in the woods 
ever notice that you can smell onions? Look for 
soil habitats that are sandy, moist and often on 
hillsides and near streams. I almost always find 
them while searching for morels so a bad day 
of mushroom hunting can often be a good day 
for leeks!
The leaves are very tender early in the spring 
and the bulb is edible year round, though they 
can toughen up in the summer. I dig these all 
spring and put them in the dehydrator to use all 
winter. They are great seasonings for soup and 
casseroles.                                    ~ Roy Reehil

Wild leeks (OniOns)
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• 1/2 C. Salad Oil
• 1/3 C. Sesame Seed
• 4 Med. Onions, Thickly Sliced
• 1/2 C. Soy Sauce
• 1/4 C. Lemon Juice
• 1 T. Sugar
• 2 Cloves Garlic, Finely Minced
• 1/4 tsp. Cracked Pepper
• 1-2½ lbs. Beef Chuck Sirloin or Flank Steak
• Watercress Sprigs for Garnish
24-48 Hours ahead: In skillet over medium high 
heat, in hot salad oil, saute sesame seed until 
golden (NOT brown), stirring frequently. Mix 
sesame seed, oil mixture, onions, soy, lemon 
juice, sugar, pepper and garlic. Trim excess fat 
from steak. Add meat to marinade, turning to 
coat both sides. Cover and refrigerate at least 
a day, turning meat occasionally. Broil on grill 
basting with reserved 1/4 C. marinade.

~ Sally Bolle, Troy

maRinaTed sesame sTeak

Boon Grocery
562 Haskins • Boon, MI 49618 • 231-775-7988

Groceries, Beer, Wine, Liquor
Hunting & Fishing License

$2 Off One Pound 
of Cheese!

With Coupon ~ Expires 7/1/11

SPECialty
• Cheeses
• Sausage
• Brats
• Jerky

Carhartt ▪ Woolrich ▪ Robeez Shoes ▪ Bogs
Featuring:

Carhartt

BOGS
Boots

Robeez

Woolrich

Home 
Décor

24 ft. Long!
Largest Meat Department

in the Area!

We Cater
to You

420 E. Prosper Rd., Falmouth   •   231-826-3333
Mon. - Thurs., 8 am - 6 pm   •   Fri. & Sat., 8 am - 7 pm   •   Closed Sunday

www.EbelsGeneralStore.com
Bonded & Insured

• 1/2 C. Butter
• 1 T. Minced Garlic
• 1 Large Onion, Diced
• 8 Ounces Fresh Morel Mushrooms, Sliced
• 1 T. Chicken Soup Base
• 1 T. All-Purpose Flour
• 2 C. Water
• 2 C. Heavy Cream
• 1/8 Teaspoon Ground Dried Thyme
• Salt to Taste
• 2 tsp. Ground Black Pepper
Melt butter in a large pot over medium heat. 
Stir in garlic, onion, and morels; cook, stirring 
frequently, until onions have softened and 
turned translucent, about 5 minutes. Stir in 
chicken soup base and flour; cook for 1-2 
minutes. Pour in water and cream; bring to a 
simmer, cook 5 minutes.
Puree half of soup in small batches, filling 
blender no more than halfway full each time. 
Return soup puree to pot. Cook on low 10-15 
minutes. Season with thyme, salt and pepper 
before serving.
Cook’s Note: You can use half the weight in 
dried morels, and soak them in warm water for 
30 minutes before draining and using.

~ Jennifer F., All recipes.com

mORel musHROOm bisque
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Camper
This Old A Do-It-Yourself 

Guide For Camper
Maintenance

by Gerry Bandelow, Lake City

Airstream—just by saying the name you can picture the 
sleek shinny RV with rounded corners and aluminum skin. 
This isn’t just a camper. Airstream is truly an American icon. 
The Airstream is one of the most recognized RVs and has 
held true to its design. In this 
edition of “This Old Camper,” 
I want to pay tribute to this 
highly recognizable RV on its 
80th birthday.

So lets start from the be-
ginning. America was going 
through some tough times with 
the Great Depression devastat-
ing most of the economy. Yet 
in 1929, a young man named 
Wally Byam purchased a Model 
T Ford chassis, built a platform 
on it, towed it with his car to 
a campsite, and painstakingly 
erected a tent on it. The effort 
was tiresome and unpleas-
ant, especially when it rained. 
Spurred on by his first wife Marion, Byam built a "teardrop-
shaped" permanent shelter on the platform that enclosed a 
small ice chest and kerosene stove. 

In the early 1930s, Byam published an article, “How to 
Build a Trailer for One Hundred Dollars.” Readers wrote to 
him for more detailed instruction plans, which he sold for 
one dollar each. The response was extraordinary, earning 
Byam more than $15,000. After several readers suggestions 
and some redesigning, he set forth to build several of these 
trailers in his backyard for friends. After neighbors started 
complaining about the noise, he rented a building and Air-
stream Trailer Company went into full production in 1932.

Around 1935, Byam became associated with William Haw-
ley Bowlus who was a pioneer in airplane design and builder 
of the historic “Spirit of St. Louis.” At the time, Bowlus was 
also building a trailer of stressed aluminum. Due to financial 
troubles, Bowlus declared bankruptcy in 1936. Byam bought 
some of the equipment for his own company and re-em-
ployed a few of Bowlus’s workers. By the end of 1936, Bowlus 
trailers brandished the Airstream nameplate.

Over the years, Airstream has made only a few real design 
changes. In the 1930s when the company first started out, 
the door of the Airstream was located in the front over the 

tongue of the trailer. A short time later the door was relo-
cated to the side. Byam’s passion for product innovation, 
“Let’s not make changes, let’s make only improvements,” was 
his familiar refrain. In quest of this, Byam searched the world 

for efficient hot water heaters, 
door hinges, butane lamps, 
chemical toilets,  and small 
porcelain sinks that would 
make an Airstream more func-
tional and livable.

On one trip to France 
Byam spied a compact gas 
refrigerator manufactured by 
Dometic. He arranged for the 
refrigerators to be installed 
in Airstreams, making an end 
to ice-electric refrigerators 
that required travelers to be 
constantly on the prowl for 
ice. More than 50 years later, 
Dometic still supplies refrig-
erators to Airstream. And in 

Europe he discovered a heating system that took up little 
space but gave off plenty of radiant heat. He borrowed the 
design, improved it, and renamed it the Byam Burner. The 
list of “firsts” in the trailer industry attributed to Airstream is 
a long one, including the first holding tank, the first ladder 
frame, the first pressurized water system, and the first fully 
self-contained travel trailer.

Byam’s history reflects the familiar search for “our calling 
in life.” I’ve asked myself since I was a teen, “What do I have 
a gift and passion for, and how do I utilize it to make a good 
living?” At 46, I’m still wondering what I want to be when I 
grow up. Byam was lucky and smart enough to figure out his 
calling early in life. As a young child, he traveled extensively 
with his grandfather who led a mule train in Oregon. As an 
adolescent, he was a shepherd living in a two-wheeled donkey 
cart outfitted with a kerosene cook stove, food and water, a 
sleeping bag and wash pail. No doubt these early experiences 
contributed to the direction his life would take.

After finishing high school, Byam signed on with the 
merchant marine, serving three years and working his way up 
from cabin boy to ship’s mate. Upon returning to the U.S., 
he entered Stanford University and in 1923, earned his law 
degree. Byam never practiced law, but instead found work in 
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the rapidly growing advertising business, first as a copywriter 
for the Los Angeles Times and then as the owner of his own 
agency. Soon he switched to publishing, creating a do-it-your-
self magazine and published his article describing plans for 
the construction of the travel trailer. And so the story begins: 
the Airstream was born and is still going strong today. Byam 
passed away in 1962, but his legacy lives on. 

Airstream is the oldest manufacturer of travel trailers 
and was the sole survivor of the Depression. Production was 
halted for a short time during World War II due to an alumi-
num shortage, but was back up and booming in 1948 when 
people’s attention once again turned towards leisure travel. 
Starting in California, Airstream moved to Jackson Center 
Ohio in 1952 and is still in full swing today.

 Models for 2011 include the 16' Sport up to the 31' Classic 
and have expanded from the traditional design to the Eddie 
Bauer edition, adding a rear 48" x 57" hatch (large enough 
for kayaks) to make loading and unloading a snap. Other 
models include the Mercedes-Benz motor coach and the 16' 
Basecamp, which is more of a “toy” 
hauler.

If you have never looked inside 
an Airstream I encourage you to 
visit Nature and Me R.V. in Tra-
verse City. That’s exactly what I did 
this spring and took a look at their 
full line of new RVs. While there I 
met Rose who was very helpful in 
showing me the new line. I even 
had a peek at a factory sample 
which showed how the Airstream 
is constructed.

Like a new Corvette, a new 
Airstream comes with a price. Like 
everything in life, you get what you 
pay for, and new Airstreams aren’t 
cheap. But did you know that 70 

percent of all Airstreams made are still on the road 
today? I find that amazing and it tells me that they are 
reliable and hold their value.

But if a new Airstream is not in your budget then 
how about a used one? Me? I’m a guy that enjoys fixing 
things up, so restoring for me is the way to go. But if 
you don’t have the knowledge or time, you may want 
to see what’s available that has already been restored. 
There are several areas on the web to search for used 
Airstreams. Another option is having a knowledgeable 
dealer do the restoration for you.

While at Nature and Me R.V., I met Dan, their ser-
vice tech. He is restoring a vintage 1969 Airstream and 
was working on getting the water lines back to their 
original condition. Over the years, the lines had been 
replaced with rubber hoses, and trapped water had 
frozen and cracked them. Dan was re-soldering new 

copper lines back in, or in other words, fixing it correctly.
Dan is one of these guys I like meeting. He knows what 

he’s doing and has faced about every problem there is on Air-
streams, which makes him very knowledgeable. Dan, like me, 
enjoys sharing his experiences with others. He said he once 
encountered an Airstream that had been damaged in an acci-
dent, and the front corner was caved in. So how do you repair 
a rounded corner? Order a new one from Airstream, remove 
the factory rivets and install the new corner, even on older 
models. That’s what’s nice about a design that has changed 
little over the years.

So when it comes to purchasing an old camper or even 
a new camper, you may want to look a little closer at a true 
American classic for 80 years, the Airstream. Remember with 
this or any camper project, don’t let it become overwhelming, 
involve the family and keep it fun. If you have any questions 
or comments you can e-mail me at thehappycamperguy@
yahoo.com or visit me on Facebook, Happy Camper Guy. 

 231-943-5858 3938 Rennie School Rd. Traverse City Corner of US 31 S. & Rennie School Road • www.NatureAndMeRV.com

A I R S TR EAM

Wanted: 
Happy Campers!

We will buy your used 
trailer or pop-up!
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Bear
Bug Spray
Campfire

Canoe
Cooler
Fishing

Flashlight
Forest

Hot Dog
Kayak

Marshmallow
Mosquito

Rain
Raccoon

Sleeping Bag
Squirrel

Sun
Tent

what’s in your campground? by Susan Lovelace
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Take a day off and paddle down the Muskegon River. 
Each bend in the river will bring surprises of scenery 
and wildlife. And while you’re in the area, visit what’s 
left of Michelson’s Landing in Missaukee County; travel 
down the White Pine Trail and look through a railroad 
depot made into city offices in Evart; visit the free-flowing 
Hersey River at a dam removal site in Osceola County; 
take a walk through an old fish hatchery at Paris in Me-
costa County; portage around three hydroelectric dams in 
Mecosta and Newaygo Counties; walk through a museum 
in Newaygo. There’s so much to see!

The Muskegon River is the second longest river in Mich-
igan. The northern portion of the river winds through a 
rugged terrain of forested land. Deer, ducks, and other 
wildlife are plentiful. The middle portion of the river 
is fast moving and diverse in land use. It’s composed of 
agricultural, forested and urban developed areas. Three 
hydroelectric dams are located on the river in Mecosta 
and Newaygo Counties. The lower river flows through a 
10,000 acre natural area called the Muskegon State Game 
Area, and then flows through Muskegon Lake in Muske-
gon, the largest city in the watershed.

From June 8 through 18, a group of local paddlers 
will travel the full length of the river while conducting 
inventories, monitoring and cataloging different aspects 
of the river. Although the main group making the 11-day 
journey is by invitation only, the Voyage of Discovery 
Committee is inviting the public to join them for a day 
of adventure on the river. If you’re interested in travel-
ing a day or a portion of the day, contact Terry Stilson at 
231-591-2324, e-mail her at mrwa@ferris.edu or visit the 
MRWA website at www.mrwa.org. 

muskegon River
Voyage of discovery



S U M M E R   F E S T I V I T I E SBear Lake
3rd Annual Rosie’s Place Car Show • June 12, Noon - 4 pm 
Registration 11 am (free); trophies for Top 20 Cars; 9567 Chippewa 
Hwy.; Mike Howard, 231-794-0006.

Brethren
34th Annual Spirit of the Woods Music Festival • June 18 
Dickson Township Park, spiritofthewoods.org

Buckley
Old Engine Spring Swap Meet • May 20-21
Buckley Log Show Street Fair • June25-26

Cadillac
Cadillac Art Walk • May 1-28 
Meet the Artist-Downtown Art Walk
Love’s 2nd Annual Golf Outing • May 20 
Registration Noon, Dinner 5:30 pm; Cadillac Country Club
13th Annual Stride for Strive 5K • May 30, Registration 7 am 
Race starts at 8:30; Carl T. Johnson Hunting & Fishing Center
Camp Cadillac • June 
June 10-12: Two sites for the Price of One 
June 17-23: Pirate Weekend 
June 24-26: Game Show Weekend
up Beat Cadillac: Music in the Park • June 23 & 30
The Wex • June 
June 4, 5, 10 am - 6pm, 1/4 AMA/D 14 Motorcycle Races 
June 11 & 25, 12 - 4 pm, Mud Bog

Central Lake
8th Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show • June 11

Eastport
Petoskey Stone Festival • May 28, 10 am – 4 pm 
Barnes Park, 231-599-2712

Elk Rapids
Arts and Crafts Show • May 28, 9 am – 4 pm 
River Street
Farmers Market • Every Friday, June - Oct. 14, 8 am -1 pm
Chamber Golf Outing • June 16, 11 am 
Elk Rapids Chamber, 231-264-8202

Empire
Empire Asparagus Festival • May 20-21

Evart
Chamber of Commerce Flea Market • May 28-29, 8 am 
Evart Airport (US-10)
Teen Dance • May 28, 5 - 8 pm 
Moose Family Center
Memorial Day Parade • May 31, 10 am 
Main Street
Woodcarvers Work Bee • June 4-17, Osceola County Fairgrounds 
June 7: Breakfast Reception 
June 8-11: Woodcarvers Roundup, evartroundup.com 
June 9: Jim Cummings Band, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Evart Depot 
June 12-17: Creative Carving Seminar
Teen Dance • June 16, 23, & 30, 8 - 11 pm 
Moose Family Center
Summer Camp at Spring Hill Camps • June 19 
First week of summer camp; www.springhillcamps.com
Gold Wing Touring Association • June 23-25  
Osceola County Fairgrounds
Conga Se Menne Performance • June 23, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Evart Depot
Relay for Life • June 24-25  
Osceola County Fairgrounds
Evart Area Farmers Market • June 25, 9 am - 2 pm 
Evart Airport

Frankfort
15th Annual Frankfort Craft Fair • June 18, 10 am - 4 pm 
Market Square Park
Antique Vehicle & Muscle Car Show • June 18 
Mineral Springs Park

Frederic
Frederic Home Fest • July 2-3 
Todd Gabriel, 989-390-2155, happi-trailsatvclub.com

Harrison
12th Annual Harrison Memorial Day Weekend • May 28-29

Interlochen (See page 3)
Summer Arts Festival • June - August 
231-681-5920, interlochen.org

Greatest Fourth In the North
June 29 ~ July 4

Raffle Tickets For Sale (#R11367)

2011 Chevrolet Camaro

Drawing July 4, 10:15 pm

lake City area
Chamber of Commerce

www.lakecitymich.com ~ (231) 839-4969

#R11367



S U M M E R   F E S T I V I T I E S
Irons (See page 15)

37th Annual Flea Roast & Ox Market • June 23-26 
Skinner Park, (231) 266-8101, ironsarea.com

Lake City (See page 16)
Greatest Fourth in the North • June 29 - July 4 
231-839-4969, lakecitymich.com
Equine Fellowship • June, Amy, 231-878-1021 
June 1: Barrels, Bowtie, Speed Barrels 
June 15: Keg Bending, Keyhole, Barrels 
June 22: Pole Bending, Tomahawk, Figure 8
Music In the Park • Thursdays In June, 7-9 pm 
June 16: Colmus Family, Gospel & Country 
June 23: Adam Burkholder, Old Time Rock, Country

Mancelona
Mancelona Bass Festival • June 2-5, 231-587-8331

Manistee
Homegrown Saturdays • June-Sept.; 9 am - 3 pm 
Farmers Market, street performers and musicians; 
manisteedowntown.com

Manton
Memorial Day Classic Car Show • May 28 
Car Show, Trophies Awarded, Craft Show
Old Time Jamboree • 1st Saturday of Month, 6-10 pm 
Manton High School

Marion
Farm Stock Show • May 27, 6 pm, Fairgrounds
Antique Tractor Show • May 28, 10 am, Fairgrounds
Garden Tractor Show • May 28, 3 pm, Fairgrounds
Memorial Day Service • May 30, 10 am 
Veterans Monument on Main Street
Marion Fair • June 19-26, Fairgrounds
Easton Corbin In Concert • June 23, Fairgrounds
Farm Stock Show  • June 20, 6:30 pm, Fairgrounds
Antique Tractor Show • June 25, 10 am - 3 pm, Fairgrounds
Log Cabin Days • June 26, 1 - 4 pm, Museum

Merritt
Merritt Speedway • June 4, 11, 25 
Gates open at 4 pm; racing starts at 7:30 pm

Midland
Great Lakes Reined Cow Horse Association • June 11 - 12 
Midland County Fairgrounds with the MRHA; contact Laura Starr, 
(586) 557-6752.

Reed City
Memorial Day Parade • May 30, 9 am
Chamber Golf Outing • June 10 
Spring Valley Golf Course
Art in the Park (Contemporary) • June 4, 9-11 am
Midnight Cattle Callers • June 11, 7-9:30 pm
Art in the Park (3-D Painting) • June 18, 9 -11 am

Reed City (continued)
Open Range w/ Letha Raymond • June 18, 2011, 7-9:30 pm
Juggernaut Jug Band • June 24, 7 pm
Sister Wileme w/ Mary Sue Wilkinson • June 25, 7-9:30 pm 
All In Rambadt Park

Roscommon
Kirtland Warbler Festival • May 21 
Kirtland Community College
29th Roscommon Canoe Classic • May 7-8
Race begins at Wallace Park on Lake Street

Traverse City (Ranch Rudolf, Pg. 32)
Farmers Market • Saturdays, 8 am, Across from Clinch Park
Colantha Walker Dairy Festival • June 12, 10 am - 6 pm 
The Village at Grand Traverse Commons
Ranch Rudolf • June Events 
June 13-16: Novice Horse Camp 
June 20-22: Barn Buddies
231-0947-9529, ranchrudolf.com
Hot Air Balloon Rally • June 17-19 
www.grandtraverseballoon.com

Wellston
Annual Bobbie Brown Fishing Derby • June 11, 9:30 am 
Crystal Lake in Wellston. Fishing starts at 9:30 am sharp. Ages 5 to 
16 welcome. Bring your pole, fish and participate in the Casting 
Contest also.

• Farm Fresh Salads
Made When You’re Ready, Not Ready Made

• Breakfast All Day
• Great Kids’ Meals

Entire Menu
Available

For Carryout

Open
7 Days

A Week

Home Cooking Away From Home
In Cadillac and Traverse City!

(231) 775-8017  •  Cadillac
1931 N. Mitchell (Corner of Boon Rd. & Bus. 131)

(231) 938-1005  •  Traverse City
964 U.S. 31 (3 Miles South of GT Resort)

Plenty of RV Parking
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What’s In a Nickname?
We all know someone who has a nickname: 
“Red,” because of red hair; “Lefty,” because 
he or she swings the bat differently; and 
“Stinky,” well, we won’t go there. So what 
about the state of Michigan’s nickname? 
What is it and how did it come about?

Most people recognize two official nick-
names—the “Great Lake State” and “The 
Wolverine State.” You may recognize others: 
“Water Wonderland,” “The Lakes State,” and 
“The Auto State.” So which is it and why?

Lakes or Automobiles?
The Great Lake State nickname is obvi-

ous. It derives from the fact that Michigan 
shores touch four of the five Great Lakes, 
and also because of the vast number of 
inland lakes in the state. Michigan has 
shoreline on Lake 
Michigan, Lake 
Huron, Lake 
Superior and Lake 
Erie. As for inland 
lakes, some 
estimates put the 
number at more 
than 11,000. It is 
said that you are 
never more than 
six miles from an inland lake or 85 miles 
from one of the Great Lakes.

Water Wonderland was a promotional 
nickname, again with the reference to the 
many lakes within the state. This nickname 

appeared on license plates beginning in 1954. In 1965, 
it was changed to reflect “Water Winter Wonderland” 
and this continued through 1967.

The “Auto State” is another obvious nickname 
that recognizes the automotive industry and how 
it helped change our society. This era in history 
is grand, but let’s save that for another “History 
Corner,” after fuel prices have come down.

What About Wolverines?
The Wolverine State—now this nickname has a 

somewhat shady origin. It is generally accepted that 
the wolverine nickname was due to the abundance of 
wolverines that once roamed the area and because it 
was a center for trade in the early trapping industry. 
Some biologists believe that if wolverines were indeed 
native to Michigan, they became locally extinct about 
200 years ago. It is 
uncertain how the 
wolverine arrived 
in Michigan. DNA 
evidence indicates it 
is related to animals 
that are native to 
Alaska. In fact, most 
historical records 
indicate the wolver-
ine was very rare in 
Michigan, if they 
were to be found 
here at all. So, where 
did the nickname 
come from?

One story is that 
“Ohioans” started 
the nickname in the 1800s during a dispute over a strip 
of land along the border between the State of Ohio and 
the then Michigan Territory. Rumors spread through 
Ohio during the conflict that described the people of 
Michigan as vicious and blood thirsty as wolverines. 
The dispute became known as the Toledo War.

During the 1830s, another less know story on the 
origin of the nickname involves Native Americans com-
paring Michigan settlers to wolverines. Some native 
people, according to this story, disliked the way settlers 
were taking the land. It made them think of how the 
gluttonous wolverine went after its food.

Keno  •  Pull Tabs  •  Pool
5 Large Screen TVs  •  42" Plasma TV

Burgers & Pizza  •  Coney Islands (Saturdays)

Town Pump
Saloon

(231) 839-4869  • 117 Main St., Lake City

Editor’s 
choice 
coldest 
beer!



Is the Wolverine a Myth?
The Wolverine is the largest land dwelling species of 

the weasel family. It is a stocky and muscular carnivore, 
more closely resembling a small bear than a weasel. 
Wolverines have a reputation 
for being fierce and extremely 
strong for their size.

The Wolverine is not just a 
North American animal. They 
can be found throughout the 
northern countries of Europe, 
western Russia and Siberia. 
They are primarily found in 
remote areas of the northern 
boreal forests, subarctic, and al-
pine tundra regions. In North 
America, their greatest num-
bers are in Alaska and Canada.

Like many other fur bearing species, their popula-
tion numbers have been on a steady decline since the 
early 19th century, mostly due to increased trapping 
and a reduction in their habitat. It is believed that they 
are totally absent now from their original southern 

range in Europe with their largest population now in 
North America and North Asia.

You may have heard about the wolverine found last 
year by some hikers near Sanilac County State Game 
Area. It is believed the animal lived in the game area 

for over six years and reports 
from the Michigan DNR indi-
cate it was first discovered in 
the area by hunters in Febru-
ary, 2004.

It is believed that this 
wolverine was the first ever 
verified as living in the wild 
in Michigan and, sadly, is 
believed to be the last. It is 
now on display at the Visitor 
Center at Bay City State Recre-
ation Area.

So what’s in a nickname? Either way you see it, the 
State of Michigan has many faces and names, many sto-
ries and myths. Call it what you will, it is a “Great State.” 
As for the wolverine, as far as we know, it is gone from 
our area. But keep an eye open. You never know. 

Dispatch   231-779-0123

TDD  231-779-0124

Toll Free   1-866-647-5465

CaDillaC/WexForD
TransiT auThoriTy

CWTa service hours
Monday - Friday    5 a.m. - 6 p.m.

regional Bus Transfer Center service hours
Monday - Friday    7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(Located in Buckley, 231-269-3135)

Just say “” to high Gas Prices!
Set Up Camp & Leave the Driving to Us

Free rides From Mitchell state Park
round Trip ride From Park to anywhere in Wexford County

Connect with Grand Traverse region at regional Bus Transfer Center

Sponsored by



20  The Northern Camper

A rare bird, indeed, the Kirtland’s warbler 
is one of northern Michigan’s most elusive species. First 
discovered on an Ohio farm in 1851, the Kirtland’s 
warbler (Dendroica kirt-
landii) kept its nesting 
habitat a secret for more 
than five decades after-
wards.

Although its wintering 
habitat was discovered 
in the Bahamas in 1879, 
the Kirtland’s warbler re-
mained undetected dur-
ing the warmer months 
until 1903, when two Au 
Sable River fishermen 
spotted one of these birds 
in Oscoda County in 
Michigan’s Lower Penin-
sula. One of these fisher-
men, an ornithologist with the University of Michigan’s 
Museum of Zoology, shot the bird and took it to the 
Museum’s Curator of Birds, Norman A. Wood.

Wood, a taxidermist and self-educated biologist, 
embarked on a painstaking month-long search of 
the area, which resulted in the discovery of a nesting 
pair of Kirtland’s warblers in the surrounding native 
jack pine forest. From that time forward until 1996, 
all observed nesting Kirtland’s warblers were found 
within a 60-mile radius of that original nest discovery. 
The range of the Kirtland’s warbler, however, has since 
been found to extend into Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula, Wisconsin, and Ontario, although in limited 
fashion.

Habitat and Diet
Preferring to nest in the branches of jack pine in 

areas of dense, low-lying vegetation and shrubs, most 
nesting Kirtland’s warblers are still found in north-
eastern Lower Michigan. The outwash plains in which 
the jack pines grow are characterized by sandy, well-
drained soil containing few plant nutrients. Because 
the Kirtland’s warbler nests in the low branches of 
these trees, the most ideal nesting conditions are found 
in trees that are five to 15 years old, after which time 
the lower branches of the trees begin to die.

Although diminutive birds, a breeding Kirt-
land’s warbler pair requires six to ten acres for 
its nesting territory, with as much as 30 to 40 
acres needed to raise a nest of young.

The Kirtland’s warbler forages for food 
primarily above ground, nabbing insects from 

among the jack pines and other plants of its native 
habitat. Its diet, which changes throughout the differ-
ent developmental stages of the species, includes cat-

erpillars, butterflies, moths, 
and grasshoppers, as well as 
ripe blueberries which grow 
widely throughout the forests 
of northeastern Lower Michi-
gan.

Identification
Mature Kirtland’s warblers 

range in length from 5.5 to 
6.0 inches and weigh in at 
less than one ounce. Mature 
males are pale blue above 
and yellow below, with dark 
streaks along their sides and 
upper back and a broken 

Just 1 Block East of
Missaukee County
Park Campground

(231) 839-1177
45 N. Morey Rd. • Lake City

Try Our Famous Lunch Buffet!

WE
DELIVER!

Campground Critter
by Susan Lovelace
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white ring around each eye. Their song is a vigorous 
blend of rising and ringing and can be heard from 
one-quarter mile; their call is a full, rich tchip sound. 
Female coloring is similar to that of the male, although 
the upper is paler with a less notable hint of blue, and 
the side and upper back streaking is grey.

Threats
One of the great-

est threats to the 
Kirtland’s warbler is 
the brown-headed 
cowbird. Known as 
a brood parasite, 
the brown-headed 
cowbird lays its eggs 
in the nests of other 
species to be raised 
by the host. The fe-
male cowbird finds a 
host nest before sun-
rise after a host egg 
has been laid, then 
throws the host egg 
from the nest and replaces it with her own egg. Cow-
bird offspring tend to hatch earlier than the smaller 
host offspring, aggressively demanding the resources 
provided by the parents, which causes the host nest-
lings to suffer and often die.

Because of cowbird parasitism, reproduction by 
nesting warbler pairs declined to levels which could 
not sustain the continuation of the species. In the early 
1970s, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (US-
FWS), the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR), and the Michigan Audubon Society joined 
in a successful effort to control cowbirds through the 
planting of decoy traps during the warbler nesting sea-
son. That effort continues to this day, and more than 
4,000 cowbirds are trapped and removed each year.

The other most significant threat to the Kirtland’s 
warbler is lack of young jack pine forest. Prescribed 
forest burns, however, mimic the natural conditions 
necessary to regenerate these forests and have helped 
to significantly increase the areas of suitable nest-
ing places, as have efforts by the MDNR to maintain 
sustained rotation cuttings within designated habitat 
management areas.

Census
A census of the Kirtland’s warbler was first taken in 

1951, followed by a second in 1961. Beginning in 1971, 
censuses were conducted annually. With the number 

of identified singing males at only 200 in 1972, it was 
no surprise that the Kirtland’s warbler was one of the 
first species to be listed as endangered by the USFWS 
in 1973.

Population remained sporadic throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s, reaching an all-time low of only 167 singing 

males in 1987. The 
continuation of man-
agement practices, 
however, began to 
make a notably posi-
tive difference after 
that time, with num-
bers increasing almost 
every year afterward, 
with the exception of 
small declines seen in 
1996, 2000, 2002, and 
2010. By 2009, the an-
nual census identified 
a record 1,826 singing 
males, demonstrating 
that persistent efforts 
toward the preserva-

tion of this unique species are creating positive and 
enduring influences upon its preservation. 

Heated Pool • Camping Cabins • Large Camp Sites
Fishing • Clean Modern Restrooms • Hot Showers

 Ice Cream • Play Ground • Hiking Trails • Picnic Tables
Fire Pits • Convenience Store • Laundry Facilities

Planned Activities • Petting Zoo • Hayrides
Movies • Game Room • Basketball • Free       n

Camp Store & Propane Sales
Open to Public 7 Days a Week 

Family, Friendly, Fun!

231-775-9724
10621 E. 34 (Boon) Rd., Cadillac

www.campcadillac.com

CAMP CADILLAC
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With presence in all 50 United States 
and eleven Canadian provinces, the common cattail is 
easily recognized by its tall, sword-shaped leaves and 
distinctive brown cigar-shaped spikes. Growing from 
rhizomes, creep-
ing stems lying just 
beneath the soil 
surface, cattails are 
always found in or 
near water. Because 
of this, cattails are a 
plant species that is 
often used to identify 
and delineate wetland 
areas.

According to the 
United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
plant guide, all parts 
of the common cattail 
are edible if collected 
at the proper stage of 
growth and if grown in clean water and soil. The young 
raw shoots that grow from the rhizomes in spring time 
have a flavor similar to cucumber and may even be 
pickled; when steamed the flavor is more similar to 
that of cabbage. The base of the stem can be boiled or 
roasted like potatoes, and the unsheathed young flower 
stalks may be boiled or steamed like corn. Both the 
core of the cattail rhizome and cattail pollen can be 
used as flour substitutes. The rhizomes themselves can 
be eaten raw or baked, roasted, or broiled. Recipes can 

be found on the Internet for everything from cattail 
casserole to cattail and wild rice pilaf.

Geese and muskrats are known to feed upon cat-
tail stems and roots. Moose and elk eat the young 

shoots that emerge 
in spring. Cattails 
also provide shelter 
for nesting birds, 
including marsh 
wrens and red-wing 
blackbirds.

Cattail leaves 
can be woven into 
baskets and mats 
or even plied into 
rope. A cattail spike 
dipped into a flam-
mable liquid can be 
used as a torch, and 
the fluff from the 
spike can be used 
for tinder. 

 Vegetation Station

Biggest Breakfast In the North!
Editor’s choice best breakfast!

7 am – 3 pm  •  7 Days  •  Daily Specials

Locally Owned & Operated

231-839-4859
84 N. Morey Rd., Lake City
(1 Block North of M-55)

The Coffee Cup

• 1 cup flour
• 1 cup cattail pollen

• 1 teaspoon salt

• 2 teaspoons baking powder

• 2 eggs

• ½ cup honey

• ¼ cup oil

• 2 cups milk
Mix dry ingredients together in a bowl. Add 
eggs, honey, oil and milk and mix thoroughly. 
If the batter seems too thick to pour, add 
more milk until it has a good pancake batter 
consistency. Cook on a hot griddle until golden 
brown.

~ www.cattails.info/

CaTTail pOllen panCakes



Summer trips to Northern Michigan 
usually include a stroll along the beach in search 
of Michigan’s famous Petoskey stone. This sum-
mer should not be any different. Finding that first 
stone of the summer brings out that little gleam in 
everyone. When you find it, it is like finding the first 
mushroom of the season. That inner kid wants to yell 
out, “ I found one!” I encourage you when you find that 
first Petoskey stone, to hold onto it for a moment and 
make a wish upon it (much like a falling star) before 
placing it into your pocket. Dreams do come true.

The best place to start hunting for your dream is at 
the annual Petoskey Stone Festival held every Memorial 

Day weekend at Barnes Park in Antrim County. The 
park is a beautiful county park on Lake Michigan.

Campsites have a combination of both mature 
hardwoods and large blue spruce. The thirty-foot blue 
spruce (branches to the ground) on the east side of 
the park near the walk-in tent sites, offers shelter and 
privacy. The sites on the west side offer waking up to 
the sound of Lake Michigan's rolling waves. And when 
you look up at the moon through the needles of the 
tall white pines, you feel small. The north loop of the 
park offers closer sites, ideal for group camping. These 
campsites were built around an old horse racing track 
leaving the center very open with plenty of room for 
kids to play on the playground equipment, or basket-
ball court, or to just play catch.

The park provides a great setting for the festival 
which includes a Petoskey stone hunt for the kids and 
vendors who have cut and polished the stones making 
everything from craft items to high-end jewelry. Many 
of these vendors, including myself, have spent a lifetime 
collecting and polishing the Petoskey stone. There are 
many insightful ideas on what to do with stones once 
you find them and very knowledgeable people to an-
swer your questions. There are also a kids’ trout fishing 
tank, food vendors, and more. I encourage you to take 
part of the Petoskey Stone Festival. It is a great way to 
spend your Saturday on Memorial Day weekend. You 
can read more at petoskeystonefestival.com.

I also encourage you to stop by the Korner Gem’s 
booth and say, “Hi,” or bring your special stone and 
we can turn it into a treasured memory. It is always 
encouraging to know when and what articles people 
enjoyed. This article is dedicated to a Grand Traverse 
Rock and Mineral Club member who came up to me at 
the last meeting and said, “Hey, are you writing for The 
Northern Camper this summer? I always look forward to 
reading your article.” Thanks! 

Editor's note: Kevin, I've been getting phone calls about your 
writing, too. Thank you!

by Kevin Gauthier

got rocks?



Camper's Choice ~  Little River RV Park

HIGHLIGHTS
• Economy Sites starting at $20 per night
• Full Service Sites starting at $30 per night
• Monthly rates starting at $18 per night
• 10% discount for members of AAA, 

AARP, Good Sam Club, and Little River 
Casino Players Club

• Frequent Visitors ~ Stay five nights, get 
one night free ~ No expiration!

• Pavilion with charcoal grills, picnic tables
• Dog run and walking trail
• High speed wireless Internet access

866-572-4386
littlerivercasinos.com/destination/RVPark.php

The melodic trills and tremolos of eager male 
songbirds fill the fresh, clear air. Manistee County, in 
full springtime majesty replete with colorful buds and 
blooms, reveals one of its best-kept secrets: Little River 
Casino Resort RV Park.

Tucked away in the tranquil western end of the Little 
River Casino Resort, the Little River RV Park is a true 
gem among the many fine amenities of the resort. 
Guests entering the park office are greeted by the smil-
ing faces of helpful employees like Karl and Ranelle, 
who are devoted to making your visit outstanding in 
every way. From tracking down RV parts in nearby 
Manistee to expediting package shipments to your site, 
these folks are fully committed to making your stay 
memorable and comfortable.

The park boasts 45 full service sites, eight of which 
are pull-through sites; and 50 economy sites, 31 of 
which are pull-through sites. Economy sites include 
electric, water, and cable television hookups. Full-ser-
vice sites include the same services with sewer hookup 
also included. There is a dump station available as well. 
All sites have level concrete pads, and free wireless 
Internet service is available throughout the park. The 
park also sports a large pavilion with multiple charcoal 
grills and picnic tables for guest use. Manicured lawns, 
mature pines, colorful young hardwoods, and rock 
gardens enhance the esthetics of this pristine park.

Within the lodge-style park office building, open 
from 7 a.m. until 11 p.m. daily, guests are treated to a 
comfortable lounge area with television, vending, and 
complimentary coffee, tea, and hot chocolate. The 
building also houses a sparkling clean coin-operated 

laundry facility, as well as spacious, gleaming restrooms 
with showers.

In addition to the amenities available at the RV park, 
guests also have access to the pool, sauna, hot tub, and 
fitness center located within the nearby casino hotel. 
The heartiest of guests may choose to make the short 
trek on foot; others may choose to arrange free shuttle 
service from the park office to the hotel and back.

Whether you’re visiting for gambling, a show, or a 
relaxing weekend getaway, Little River RV Park will 
satisfy your every travel desire. 

by Susan Lovelace
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Answers on page 27☞

PUzzLED?
ACROSS
1. Loose sleeveless cloaks
5. Bar bills
9. Love intensely
14. Hare-like rodent
15. Singer Fitzgerald
16. Not a consonant
17. Press laundry
18. Bituminous fuel
19. Concepts
20. An indeterminate place
22. Confuse
23. Trap
24. Give emotion to
26. Macaque
29. Dead body
33. Viscera
38. Warbles
39. Days gone by
40. Classical music theatre
42. A low tide
43. Administer sacred oil
45. Cross-pollination
47. Small sofa
48. Delete (abbrev.)
49. Breed of duck
52. Keen
57. Separate from the rest
60. Assortment
63. Abraham’s wife
64. Concept
65. Young lady
66. Foolish talk
67. Jail room
68. Sword
69. A type of sword
70. Bottom of one’s shoe
71. Cincinnati’s baseball team 

DOWN
1. Awry
2. A nobleman
3. Fragrance
4. More rational
5. Technician (abbrev.)
6. Found in some skin lotions

7. Make a strident sound
8. Where they burnt witches
9. Flyer
10. Infirm with age
11. Was indebted to
12. Not fake
13. Otherwise
21. A flightless New Zealand bird
25. Found in gasoline
27. Participated in a 
     violent disturbance
28. Anagram of “Pal”
30. Humble request
31. Shut forcefully
32. Catch sight of
33. An unfledged hawk
34. Not a single one
35. Running gait

36. State again
37. Intercourse
41. The color of cherries
44. Not one nor the other
46. Margarine
50. Poems of heroism
51. Cowboy sport
53. Plumber’s snake
54. Complain
55. Made a mistake
56. Angers
57. Vipers
58. Monetary unit in Yugoslavia
59. A Semitic people
61. Impart information
62. Wan or pallid
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Northern Waters
Seems like this year winter hung on longer
than usual, especially with the four inches of “new” snow 
we got in mid April. Now that was a surprise.

But now, you are most likely busy with raking the lawn, 
getting the mower running, and putting the snow blower 
away. If you are like us, you are also thinking about get-

ting back on the water, which requires another set of 
chores: washing, waxing, reviewing, and testing your gear.

The one “chore” that we enjoy most is planning where 
we want to go. There are so many lakes in Northern 
Michigan, and so, the possibilities are endless.

But what lakes and rivers have public access? What are 
the facilities like? Where do I find out?

While it is true that many bodies of water in Northern 
Michigan are not available to the public, there are just as 
many that are; you just need to find them.

Most of the public access sites are operated and main-
tained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
individual counties, cities or local governments. The facili-
ties are as varied as the people who use them. Some have 
hard surfaced ramps and others are gravel. Some don’t 
have a ramp at all and you have to carry your watercraft 
(canoe or kayak) to the water’s edge. Some sites will have 
a courtesy pier where you can tie your boat up and load/
unload passengers and gear. Remember, these piers are 
not for long term docking—just like at the airport—for 
loading and unloading only. Some public access sites have 
full service restrooms, running water and flush toilets. 
Others have only an outhouse.

Most of the sites will have a special parking area for 
your vehicle and trailers. Some sites may have local rules 
and regulations pertaining to that particular body of 
water, and signs will be posted. Make sure and look up 
before you swing your vehicle and trailer around to back 
down onto the ramp. Some sites have overhead wires that 

can really ruin your day. It is always a good idea to take a 
quick walk around the site if you have never been there 
before; get a feel for the set-up and have a plan.

The State of Michigan publishes the 
Michigan Public Boat Launch Directory. 
This is the “must-have” listing of where 
you can access Michigan waters and what 
type of facilities are available. It is sorted 
by county which helps make trip plan-
ning easy. You can download a pdf file of 
the directory from our web site, northerncamper.com/
pdf/PublicAccessSites.pdf.

Another great on-line tool is a Michigan DNR web site, 
www.mcgi.state.mi.us/mrbis/. You can search for public 
access sites by county, water body, distance, or even search 
for access sites on lakes with known fish species.

A few other things to remember when using one of 
these public access sites:
• Help keep the sites clean. Either take your trash back 

with you or use the containers provided.
• Clean your boat when you are done. Don’t transport 

weeds or “critters” from one lake to another. This is how 
invasive species are spread such as zebra mussels and 
Eurasian milfoil are spread.

• Have patience when waiting to unload or load your boat. 
The sites can get busy and everyone has a different skill 
level. While you wait, lend a hand and you may possibly 
make a new friend and pick up tips on that secret fish-
ing hole.

• As much as you may want to, don’t power load your 
boat. Boat ramps throughout the state are being badly 
damaged by boaters who power their boats onto the 
boat trailer. The strong currents created by the boat’s 
propeller cause severe erosion and wash out at the end 
of the ramp. Power loading can also cause damage to 
boat trailers.
Most importantly, remember we are all on the water for 

similar reasons, so have fun and enjoy. 



Sudoku (Page 8)

Crossword (Page 25)

UNPUzzLER

108 N. Mitchell in Downtown Cadillac

We are the Campers Pharmacy Away From Home!

231-775-8200
• Free Local Delivery Service Available

• All Major Insurance Carriers Accepted

• Hassle Free Prescription Transfer



Campground Directory Q

Antrim County
COunTy
Barnes Park Campground • 231-599-2712 
12298 Barnes Park Rd., Eastport, MI 49627
Facilities: tents/14, RVs/62, electric, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, beach, Wi-Fi.

Craven Park • Bellaire
Facilities: rustic/20, electric/30, boat launch.

Thurston Park • Village of Central Lake
Facilities: electric/36, beach, boat launch.

Wooden Shoe Park • Banks Township
Facilities: rustic/15, electric/40, beach, boat launch.

sTaTe
Graves Crossing Forest Campground • 989-732-3541
Facilities: tents & small trailers/10 sites.

Pinney Bridge State Forest Campground • 989-732-3541
Facilities: tents/15 sites.

pRiVaTe
Antrim 131 RV Campground • 231-587-5665 
764 E. Elder Rd., Mancelona, MI 49659
Facilities: tents, RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
laundry, cable.

Chain O’ Lakes Campground • 231-533-8432 
7231 South M-88 Hwy., Bellaire, MI 49615
Facilities: tents/25, RVs/53, cabins/12, electric/78, water/78, 
sanitation, reservations, pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec. room.

Honcho Rest Campground • 231-264-8548  
8988 Cairn Hwy., Elk Rapids, MI 49629
Facilities: 95, electric, water; cabins/2; sanitation, reservations, 
beach, Wi-Fi.

Wieland’s Whistling Pines • 231-544-6348, 231-330-6891 
7143 Rushton Road, Ellsworth, MI 49729
Facilities: 14 sites, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, rec room.

Grand Traverse County
TOWnsHip
Whitewater Township Park • 231-267-5091
9500 Park Rd., PO Box 159, Williamsburg, MI 49690
Facilities: Electric/53, sanitation, reservations, beach, boat launch.

sTaTe
Arbutus No. 4 Rustic Camp • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/30, boat launch.

Interlochen State Park • 231-276-9511 
M-137, Interlochen, MI 49643
Facilities: Duck Lake – electric/418, wheelchair accessible, 
reservations, beach, boat launch, store; Green Lake – rustic/58 
sites, teepee & tent rental/4 sites.

Lake Dubonnet State Camp • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/50, boat launch.

Lake Dubonnet Trail Camp (Equestrian) • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/200 people, reservations.

Scheck’s Place State Forest Camp • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/30, boat launch.

Scheck’s Place Trail Camp (Equestrian) • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/200 people, reservations.

Traverse City State Park • 231-922-5270 
1132 uS-31 North, Traverse City, MI 49686
Facilities: tents & RVs/343, cabins/2, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, beach.

pRiVaTe
Holiday Park & Campground • 231-943-4410 
4860 uS-31 South, Traverse City, MI 49684
Facilities: RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, beach, boat 
launch, store, laundry, Wi-Fi.

Traverse City KOA • 231-269-3203, 800-249-3203 
9700 S M-37, Buckley, MI 49620
Facilities: tents/9, RVs/91, cabins/11, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair access, pool, store, laundry, rec room, 
cable, Wi-Fi.

Ranch Rudolf • 231-947-9529 
6841 Brown Bridge Rd., Traverse City, MI 49686
Facilities: tents, RVs/25, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
pool, store, laundry. SEE AD PAGE 32

Timber Ridge RV & Recreation Resort • 231-947-2770 
4050 Hammond Rd., Traverse City, MI 49696
Facilities: RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, pool, 
store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec. room.

Traverse Bay RV Resort • (231) 938-5800 
5555 M-72 East, Williamsburg, MI 49690
Facilities: tents, RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
pool, store, laundry, cable, Wi-Fi, rec. room.

Campers ~ Please visit northerncamper.com for links to campground web sites.

Campgrounds ~ To complete your free listing, visit our web site and fill out directory form.



The Northern Camper  29

Lake County
sTaTe
Bray Creek State Forest Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/9, boat launch.

Carrieville State Forest Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/31 sites.

Leverentz Lake State Forest Campground
Facilities: rustic/18 sites on Big Leverentz Lake, rustic/7 sites on 
Little Leverentz Lake; boat launch.

Lincoln Bridge Rustic Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/9 sites.

Silver Creek Rustic Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/26 sites.

pRiVaTe
Enchanted Acres Campground & RV Park • 231-266-5102  
9581 N. Brooks Rd., Irons, MI 49644
Facilities: tents/20, RVs/20, cabins/5, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, store, rec room.

Four Seasons Campground • 231-942-8423, 231-942-8115 
4191 E. 5 Mile Rd. • Luther, MI 49656
Facilities: tents/6, RVs/24, electric, water, showers, toilets, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible.

Irons RV Park & Campground • 231-266-2070  
4623 West 10½ Mile Rd., Irons, MI 49644
Facilities: tent, RV/45, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi.

Leisure Time Campground • 800-266-8214  
9214 West 5 Mile, Irons, MI 49644
Facilities: tent, RV, cabin, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair access, pool, beach, store, laundry, cable, Wi-Fi, rec 
room.

Leelanau County
sTaTe
Leelanau State Park • 231-386-5422 
15310 N. Lighthouse Point Rd., Northport, MI 49670
Facilities: rustic/52, RVs/10, cabins/3, reservations, beach.

pRiVaTe
Indigo Bluffs RV Resort • 231-326-5050 
6760 Empire Hwy. (M-72), Empire, MI 49630
Facilities: RVs/127, cabins/2, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, pool, camp store, laundry, Wi-fi, club house.

Lake Leelanau RV Park • 231-256-7236 
3101 Lakeshore Dr., Leelanau, MI 49653
Facilities: rustic & RVs/196, electricity, water, sanitation, 
reservations, beach, boat launch, Wi-Fi.

Wild Cherry RV Resort • 231-271-5550 
8563 E. Horn Rd. • Lake Leelanau, MI 49653
Facilities: tents & RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, club house.

Manistee County
sTaTe
Healy Lake State Forest Campground • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic, 24 sites.

Orchard Beach State Park • 231-723-7422 
2064 N. Lakeshore Rd., Manistee, MI 49660
Facililities: 201 acres, tents, RVs, cabins, reservations.

Tippy Dam • (231) 848-4880  
5200 Dillings Road, Bretheren, MI 49619
Facilities: rustic, 40 sites, boat launch.

FedeRal
Blacksmith Bayou Access Site • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 6 sites.
Government Landing • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 3 sites.
Lake Michigan Recreation Area • (231) 723-2211
Call for updates on clearing.
Marzinski Horse Trail Campground • (231) 723-2211
Call for updates on clearing.
Pine Lake Campground • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 12 sites.
Red Bridge River Access • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 4 sites, boat launch.

pRiVaTe
Heart of the Forest RV Park • 231-848-4161 
16992 Caberfae Hwy. • Wellston, MI 49689
Facilities: tents/5, RVs/20, cabins/1, electric, water, showers, toilets, 
sanitation, reservations, laundry, store.

Kampvilla RV Park • 800-968-0027, 231-864-3757 
16632 Pleasanton Hwy. • Bear Lake, MI 49614
Facilities: tents/25, RVs/67, electric, water, showers, toilets, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair access, pool, laundry, store, Wi-Fi, rec room.

Little River Casino Resort • 866-572-4386 
2700 Orchard Hwy., Manistee, MI 49660
Facilities: RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, wheelchair access, 
pool, laundry, store, cable, Wi-Fi, rec room. 
SEE AD PAGE 4 & CAMPER’S CHOICE PAGE 24

Loomis Landing Campground & Marina • 231-848-7449 
19522 Husiar Rd. • Wellston, MI 49689   SEE AD PAGE 32
Facilities: tents/11, RVs/11, reservations, pool, boat launch, store.

R & J Resort Campground • 231-477-5549 
3070 Keith Rd. • Brethren, MI 49619
Facilities: tents/5, RVs/4, cabins/9, electric, water, reservations, 
wheelchair access.

Twin Oaks Camp & Cabins • 231-848-4124, 877-442-3102 
233 Moss Road, Wellston, MI 49689          SEE AD PAGE 32
Facilities: tents, RVs, cabins/4, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, store, laundry, rec room, Wi-Fi.

(continued on page 30)



Campground Directory (continued from page 29) Q
Missaukee County

CiTy
Maple Grove • 231-839-4429
Facilities: 32, electric, water, sanitation, reservations.

COunTy
Ben D. Jeffs River Park • 231-839-4945 
PO Box 800, Lake City, MI 49651
Facilities: rustic/17 sites.

Crooked Lake Park • 231-839-4945 
PO Box 800, Lake City, MI 49651
Facilities: 37, electric/15, toilets, shower, sanitation, reservations, 
beach, boat launch.

Missaukee Lake Park • 231-839-4945       SEE AD PAGE 32
PO Box 800, Lake City, MI 49651
Facilities: tents & RVs/170 sites; electric/21, water/96, sanitation, 
reservations, beach, boat launch.

sTaTe
Goose Lake • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/54, boat launch.

Hopkins Creek Camp (Equestrian) • 231-824-3591
Facilities: rustic/16, 108 people, reservations.

Long Lake State Forest Camp/Missaukee • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/20, boat launch.

Reedsburg Dam • 989-275-4622
Facilities: rustic/38, boat launch.

Spring Lake State Forest Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/32, boat launch.

pRiVaTe
Rustic Rafters • 231-229-4433 
9446 N. Nelson Rd., Moorestown, MI 49651
Facilities: tents & RVs/17 sites; 5 log cabins; electric, water, 
sanitation, reservations.

White Birch Canoe Trips & Campground • 231-328-4547 
5569 S. Paradise Rd., Falmouth, MI 49632
Facilities: tents & RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, store, 
rec. room.

Osceola County
CiTy
City of Evart Riverside Park • 231-734-5901 
315 South River St., Evart, MI 49631
Facilities: tents & RVs/14, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
boat launch, Wi-F1.

Rambadt Memorial Park • 231-832-2245 
227 E. Lincoln Ave., Reed City, MI 49677
Facilities: tents & RVs/13, electric, water, sanitation.

COunTy
Crittenden Park • 231-734-2588 
3641 S. 50th Ave., Sears, MI 49679
Facilities: rustic/20, RVs/70, electric, water; sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, beach, boat launch, store.

Rose Lake Park • 231-768-4923 
17726 Youth Dr. • LeRoy, MI 49655
Facilities: rustic & RVs/160, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, beach, boat launch, store.

sTaTe
Sunrise Lake • (231) 775-9727
Facilities: rustic/17, boat launch.

pRiVaTe
Albright Park Camp • 231-832-9094
3156 190th Ave., Reed City, MI 49677
Facilities: tent & RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, wheelchair 
accessible, pool, boat launch, Wi-fi.
Blodgett Landing • 231-832-4410 
605 East Third St., Hersey, MI 49639
Facilities: tents & RVs.
Cadillac Woods • 231-825-2012 
23163 M-115, Tustin, MI 49688
Facilities: tent/15 RV/18, cabin/6, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, pool, laundry, store, rec. room.
Old Log Resort • 231-743-2775 
12062 M-115, Marion, MI 49665
Facilities: tents & RVs/20, cabins/8, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, store.
River Country Campground • 231-734-3808 
6281 River Rd., Evart, MI 49631
Facilities: tents & RVs/125, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
boat launch/canoes, store, laundry, rec. room.   SEE AD PAGE 32

Roscommon County (West)
sTaTe
Houghton Lake • 989-275-4622
Facilities: tents & RVs/50, toilets.

North Higgins Lake/East • 989-821-6125  
11747 N. Higgins Lake Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/82, electric, reservations, wheelchair access.

North Higgins Lake/West • 989-821-6125  
11747 N. Higgins Lake Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/92, cabin, electric, reservations, wheelchair 
access.

South Higgins Lake • 989-821-6374 
106 State Park Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/400, cabin, electric, reservations, wheelchair 
accessible, boat launch.
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pRiVaTe
Great Circle Campground • 989-821-9486 
5370 W. Marl Lake Rd., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tent & RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
store, laundry.

Houghton Lake Travel Park • 989-422-3931 
370 Cloverleaf Lane, Houghton Lake, MI 48629
Facilities: tent & RVs/85, cabins/3, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec. room.

KOA Higgins Lake/Roscommon • (800) 562-3351 
3800 W. Federal Hwy., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/72, cabins/12, electric, water, sanitation, res-
ervations, wheelchair accessible, store, laundry, rec room, Wi-Fi.

West Houghton Lake Camp • 989-422-5130 
9371 Houghton Lake Dr., Houghton Lake, MI 48629
Facilities: tents & RVs/128, cabin, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec room.

Wooded Acres Family Camp • 989-422-3413 
997 Federal Ave., Houghton Lake, MI 48629
Facilities: tents & RVs/84, cabins/3, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec room.

Wexford County
CiTy
Lake Billings RV Park & Camp • 231-824-6454 
232 E. Elmore St., Manton, MI 49663
Facilities: tents & RVs/48, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
beach, boat launch.

sTaTe
Baxter Bridge Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/25, boat launch.

Long Lake/Wexford • 23-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/16, boat launch.

Mitchell State Park • 231-775-7911 
6093 E. M-115, Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: tents & RVs/221, electric, reservations, beach, boat 
launch.

Old uS-131 Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/25, boat launch.

FedeRal
Hemlock Campground • 231-723-2211
Facilities: rustic/19.

Peterson Bridge • 231-723-2211 
940 S. State, Route 37, Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: rustic/30, boat launch.

pRiVaTe
Birchwood Resort & Camp • 231-775-9101 
6545 E. M-115, Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: RVs/33, cabins/6, electric, water, reservations, wheelchair 
accessible, Wi-Fi.

Camp Cadillac • 231-775-9724 
10621 E. 34 Rd. (Boon Rd.), Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: tents & RVs/115, cabins, electric, water, reservations, 
pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi.  SEE AD PAGE 21
Cedar Creek Camp/Liberty Park • 231-824-9318, 313-477-8015
9696 12 ¾ Rd., Manton, MI 49663
Facilities: tent/20, RV/10, cabin/5, electric/4, water/4, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, laundry, store.
Chippewa Landing/Oak Grove Camp • 231-313-0832 
10420 Chippewa Landing, Manton, MI 49663
Facilities: tents & RVs/40, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
beach, boat launch, store.
Coolwater on the Pine • 231-862-3481 
9424 W. 48 1/2 Rd., Wellston, MI 49689
Facilities: tents & RVs/65, cabins, electric, water, reservations, 
laundry.              SEE AD PAGE 32
Kestelwoods Campground • 231-862-3476, 231-878-5000 
10860 W. 48 1/2 Rd., Wellston, MI 49689
Facilities: tents & RVs/96, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
pool, store, Wi-Fi.
Northern Exposure Campground • 231-885-1199 
285 Manistee River Dr., Mesick, MI 49668
Facilities: tents & RVs/260, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair access, beach, boat launch, store, Wi-Fi.
Pat’s RV Park • 231-885-1056 
2981 North 7 Rd., Mesick, MI 49668
Facilities: tents & RVs/87, cabins.
Pine River Paddlesports Center • 231-862-3471 
9590 S. Grandview Hwy. S 37, Wellston, MI 49689
Facilities: tents, cabins, reservations, store.
The Campground • 231-824-9111 
10330 E. M-42, Manton, MI 49663
Facilities: tents & RVs/30, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair access, laundry, Wi-Fi.

Editor’s Notes:
Mecosta & Manistee Counties on-line. 

Look for listings in July issue.
Please visit northerncamper.com and 

fill out our campground directory form 
so we can include you in the directory. 

Also, please let us know if you find 
errors or have new information.

Thanks and Happy Camping!



Coolwater On the Pine

9424 W. 48½ Rd., Wellston • 231-862-3481 • coolwatercampground.com

Heart of the 

Manistee Forest 

On Pine River ~

Campsites, Cabins, 

Canoeing, Kayaking, 

and more!

SEASONAL DOCKING
& CAMPING

Daily • Weekly

Boat & 
Pontoon 
Rentals

Bait & 
Tackle

Pop & Ice

Snacks

Campfire 
Wood

www.loomislanding.com

Missaukee County Parks
Missaukee Lake	 Day	 Month	 Season
Electric	 $20	 $400	 $1,500
Full	Hook-Up	 $24	 $475	 $1,800

Camping Season  •  May 15 – October 1

	 Crooked Lake Ben D. Jeffs
Electric	 $20	 NA
Primitive	 $15	 $10

No Reservations Taken For Crooked Lake or Ben Jeffs

Cabins For Rent!
4 Adults or 2 Adults & 4 Children

2 Days @ $40 Per Night
$195 For 7 Days

Fees Must Be Paid Per Reservation Form
Visa/MasterCard/Discover • (231) 839-4945

Reservations Start September 1 for Next Calendar Year
Missaukee Lake full July 2011. Boat slips sold out for season.

We’re not just
a campground . . .
We are a destination making family memories last a life time! 

195 Acre resort located on the Boardman River offering 
river activities, horseback riding & Children’s Horse Camps: 
Barn Buddies ages 5-8 June 20-22 & Novice Horse Camp

ages 8-12 June 13-16. Also enjoy stocked trout ponds,
heated swimming pool, restaurant, motel and campground.

Traverse CiTy  •  231.947.9529  •  ranchrudolf.com

RiveR CountRy CampgRound
on the muskegon River

6281 River Rd., Evart ◊  231.734.3808  ◊ campandcanoe.com

Canoe, tube, Kayak 
Rental on Site

Store, Rec Room, Lp
modern Restrooms

groups
Welcome

may 15 through
 december 1

Family Friendly
nature trails, playground

W H E R E    I S    Y O U R    D E S T I N A T I O N ?


